PRIMO    DE    RIVERA   AND    MOROCCO         8l
At the end of August, communication between Xauen
and Tetuan was cut off. El Bakali betrayed the Spanish
authorities and incited all the tribes of the Gomara moun-
tains to rebellion. The positions on the Lau, many of them
abandoned to their fate, were sacrificed in silence in the
middle of the burning desolation of a Dantesque landscape.
Some had lost even their heliographic communications. New
pages of gold in the history of martyrs for the fatherland
were written in silence.
Solano, defended by Lieutenant Rodriguez Urbano, was
being consumed by thirst. The garrison had drunk two casks
of vinegar and ended by drinking urine. In Dar Accoba,
Lieutenant-Colonel Mola, at the head of the Regulars of
Larache, began a defence which was to be memorable. The
position of Buharrax was to endure forty-one days of siege;
that of Seriya, defended by troops of the regiment from
South America, seventy-three.
On the 5th of September the Directorate announced in a
note " that it has considered it justified, in view of the nature
of its personnel, to move in part to Tetuan in order that the
difficulties which might arise could be solved more quickly
and with a greater understanding of the causes." Generals
Jordana, Muslera, and Rodriguez Pedret accompanied
Primo de Rivera, The Marquis of Estella, "with a gesture
of undeniable pride and determination, named himself
High Commissioner and commander-in-chief of all the troops
in order to carry out under his own direction the retreat of
the Spanish forces in Yebala, without desisting in his idea,
despite the opposition of the technical experts and the
example of the reverses suffered/'
Primo de Rivera's project included the abandonment of
all the positions in the Yebala and Gomara mountains in
order to maintain the occupation of what people were wont
to call " Useful Morocco," which was a coastal fringe that